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SUNRISE/SUNSET
$I16 S:22a.m. 8:01pm.
117 5:21 a.m. 8:02 pm
518 5:20 am. 8:03 pm,
19 S:19a.m. 8:08pm.
5120 5:18 a.m. 3:05 p.m.
121 5:17 am. 8.06 p.m.
$122 5:17 a.m, 8:07 p.m.

Keeping the Peace AN
On Duxbury Beach, Piping Plovers and ORVs Have Learned to Get Along |
By Laura Collins-Hughes i \\\\

respunalulinn rosnnnge he cmncta-
e of eavarominerualnt, CRV opers.
tors and evenyune clie whe cnes to the
beach. At this thine of veas, av the plonens are nest-
ine and the people are drawa vunside on warin days,
it s 3 particularly tricky proposition - )
“The hatutat tplenenst like 1 aise the halaat peu-
ple bike,” Chandler explaires “'They like sandy hlow-
oute "
At the moment, tour pairs ot the endangered
plevers are known ta be nesting
at Dusbwiry Beach. Chandler
chedhs then: everr mom-
g, makiag  sure  his
numbers  are  nghe,
watching tor the fourth
cgpt that makes 2 nest
complete. He  knows
that 2% dayy after thae
last eyt alraps, the chicks
will hatch, wume of them
peritously chine 10 where peo-
ple walk and deive and romp with
their dugs. The arcas where nusts are known to be
are curduned off mow. and larger sections of beach
: will be closed

n a sunny Saturday

morning. Ryan

Chandler makes

his rounds at
Duzbury Beach, checking
ta make sure that every.
une is present and
accounted for.

One of his stops brings
him to 3 pach off the back
rind, where he steps gingerly as
he approaches his charges. They
are not glad o see him.

. “The
habitat
(plovers) like is
also the habitat

people like.
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A piping plover cn its nest, whose four eggs moke 1t complete. when the eggs
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Dot el s"#l:’l:l.a pedggirian walks same wre as the minunure it e - \::,:\; families
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fcdge, about 2
month  alter
thev  hatch,

“Not many peaple erer | ® ° o
se¢ a nest,” Chandler says. B i . IR
g “We ty and make sure of H70

“Hes gonns do a broken wing,”
Chandler says knowingly as a piping

pluver comes out to greet him. “He'll fake that * Pir==s T - when the
. like he's !mn..Sct his wing? He'll starx o h’ w 3 challenge dhe hat- cea cl;-v;‘d ;:lnnog\‘sl
! ;;?:I?t:l::;::e\?::::‘ use he resl- ¥ bormastees ulfice touk up in - lc:pcn tu’; ag:‘i::.
. sy b . 1991, the same year the  During the summertime, Duxbury Beach Is iined ;
} 1;'."’ tiny bird does w:‘ Chardl:r Halloween siorm changed  with vehicles, but pcrklng'lx ecsy to come by at this KhtUI;:: ce:h:::
+ predics, CrOppIng fnie Wing cowml, fook- Duxbury Beach forever. For time of yeer. il
ing injured as it walks away from its nest, the beach wi

Harbormaster Donall
Beers, that storm was 2
reminder ol how precus
the beach s - 35 3 barrier 1o
the sca, as 2 natural resuuarce,
as a place sunphy te enjoy.
*Muther Nature tapped
us and saiil, *“You're bucky to have it “Take care of 1t,” he says.
Taking care of a 3-mule-lung larrier beach where endangered
species, off-road vehicles, familics and pets cuexist is 3 comples

. tving to lead the humans from it. But
?  Chandler, an environmentsl pr d

officer with the. Duxbury Harbormaster/
Cuastal Natural Resource Department,
knuws exactly where the nest is, subtly

mone to follow the plovers, anil drivers an the raad to Saquish may
find themselves stopped in traffic. at the arder of Beers or one of
his employecs, until 3 pluver family crosses the road.

Balancing the protection of endangered species with 2ccess for
pewple and vehicles is something that has eluded many other
towns. notably un Cape Canl, where environmentalists and ORV
enthusiasts have waged bitter hattdss over stretches of sand. Beers,
who works with the Macuchusetts Avdubon Sociery. the state

points to a plover nest, hidden among the rocks on Duxbury
marked with a couple of wooden stakes. [t Beach.

15, he savs, 3 classic nest; the scrape, 3 shallow indentation in the
sand, is lined with broken clam shells. Inside sit four pale green
eggs speckled with black, almost indistinguishable from the peb-
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vou'll have suzcess.” du.”
And. Chandler savs, the level Beers says the people of

enviromnents! palice. Daabun “Erervhudiy oo e

Heach Reservation, the

Massachusete  Beach  Buggy
Assucistion and other groups to
keep the prace at Duxhury Beach.
is acutely aware of that. He knows
that af the cooperanan breaks
down, federal and state officials
would probably come 10 and close
the beach so the wildlife could
live undistuibed.

Duzbury and asks, "Haw 4~ vou
do it* How do you do 167 Ies
very sunple. You just do 1. Yoz
st commumicate,” Beers savs
“The war berween the 1w sides
15 just Aot necessany, Jts qusr not
necessary. There has 10 be an
understanding of what's unpor-
tant. There has te be compro-
misc. With thuse two in place.

of protecuon plovers get on
Dusbury Beach is a direct result
of the money collected from the
people who use it.

“It works both ways,” he says.
“Peopte do impact the beach,
but their use af the beach con-
tributes to more protection
than most people can afford to

Duxbury, and regular users 0"6
the beach frum outside the
tawn, know well what is expect-
ed of them aud willingly com-
ply Chandler agrees.

“They don't mind following
the rules.” he says. "They just
want to know why there's 2
fence there ™



